
AMERICAN LE MANS
SERIES
This spring season, AMERICAN FORESTS is

partnering with a premier sports-car rac-

ing organization, the American Le Mans

Series (www.americanlemans.com), pre-

sented by Tequila Patrón, to plant trees

through Global ReLeaf.

This partnership will plant at least

5,000 trees to restore damaged ecosys-

tems across the United States.

During race weekends through the

2010 season, the Series will be display-

ing trees donated by its teams through

AMERICAN FORESTS’ Historic Tree

program at select races.

It also provides fans with opportu-

nities to do their part for the planet by

purchasing posters and organic T-

shirts, as well as donating online or at

the track.

The partnership is part of the Series’

comprehensive efforts to advance energy-

efficient technologies and developments in

production automobiles through motor-

sports, namely through the U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency, U.S.

Department of Energy, and SAE

International-supported MICHELIN®

GREEN X® Challenge, a season-long com-

petition that measures each racecar’s effi-

ciency and greenhouse-gas emission lev-

els during competition.

Currently, the American Le Mans

Series is the only motorsports body in the

world that features multiple street-legal

alternative energy sources.

Green Roots

Tim Pappas, driver and owner of the

Black Swan Racing team, is one leader

who has embraced the challenge to move

toward being competitive and green on

the track. Sporting a Porsche 911 GT3

RSR in the GTC class, and striving to min-

imize its environmental impact during

endurance competitions, Pappas’ car

runs on E10, virtually the same fuel sold

at service stations. Pappas is committed

to working to offset the carbon emissions

for his full racing operation.

Pappas is all about green off the

track, too. His family’s firm, Pappas

Enterprises, Inc, strives to be at the fore-

front of the green building movement. His

most notable efforts include the Macallen

Building Condominiums, a 140-unit

south-Boston complex developed by

Pappas which received the American

Institute of Architects Committee on The

Environment Award (“COTE” Top Ten

Award) and a Gold Certification from the

United States Green Building Council’s

Leadership in Energy and Environmental

Design rating system (LEED).

“AMERICAN FORESTS is pleased to

partner with the American Le Mans Series

to underscore the positive steps they’re

making in the development of green initia-

tives,” said Gerry Gray, acting executive

director of AMERICAN FORESTS. “Through

their contribution goal of 5,000 trees—and

their display of the Historic Trees—the

Series is helping to create a cleaner envi-

ronment for future generations.”
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welcoming all, and attracts a broad

range of people across the Leelanau

community. “There’s nothing exclusive

about the group,” Shea says, “except

that they work so hard.”

Both Woods and Shea emphasize

the win-win nature of the group’s

efforts. “Ninety-five percent of the time,

property owners are excited to work

with us,” Shea says. “Sometimes they’ll

even jump in and lend a hand.”

The committee’s mission is to save

native plants and to raise awareness

about the critical role they play in

forests. The group’s work focuses pri-

marily on woodland or shade plants

found in the area’s hardwood forests.

“The work is an educational tool,”

says Woods, who is continually inspired

by the wildflowers’ beauty and hardi-

ness. “It’s important that people realize

these native plants are not only beautiful

but also essential to forest ecosystems.”

By all accounts, their efforts are

meeting with success. “When we first

started, there wasn’t much demand for

native plants,” Woods says. “But now

people are starting to get the idea that

we need these plants.”

Though the Wildflower Rescue

Committee is certainly doing serious

work, Woods and Shea are quick to

point out that it’s also serious fun. “It’s

very, very addictive,” says Shea, who is

in her late 70s and has no plans to quit.

She gets great pleasure from seeking

native flowers and watching new mem-

bers learn to identify the plants. “It’s a

treasure hunt,” Shea says. “Every year

we find natives we’ve never seen before,

and sometimes it’s the newest members

that discover a new plant.”

The Leelanau Wildflower Rescue

Committee strongly encourages people

nationwide to grab some friends, a dose

of determination, and a shovel, and get

outside to save native plants in their

areas—and, of course, have some fun.

Call the Leelanau Conservancy at

231-256-9665 to learn more, or visit

www.theconservancy.com. Also check

out Douglas Tallamy’s Autumn 2009

American Forests article “A Call for

Backyard Biodiversity,” which speaks

to the need for native plants and how

we can reintroduce them in our

own backyards.

During race weekends, the Le Mans Series will display American Forests’ Historic Trees
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